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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Fellow: Gitizens of the Senate and
House of Representatives:

Under the benignant providence of an
Almighty God, the representatives of the
States and of the people, are again brought
together, to deliberate for the publie good.
The gratitude of the nation to the sove-
reign Arbiter of all human events, should
be commensurate with the boundless bles.
sings which we enjoy. Peace, plenty and
contentment, reign throvghout our borders,
and our beloved country presents a sub-
lime moral spectacle tothe world. The
troubled and unsettled condition of some
of the Buropean powers, has had o neces.
sary tendency to check and embarrass
trade and to depress prices throughout all
commercial nations; but, notwithstanding
these causes, the United States, with their
abundant products, have felt their eflects
less severely than any other country, and
all our great interests are still prosperous
ond successful. In reviewing the great
events of the post ycar, and contrasting
the agitated and disturbed state of other
countries with our own tranquil and hap-
py condition, we may congratulate our-
selves, that we are the most favored peo-
ple on the face of the carth. While the
people of other countries are struggling to
establish free institutions, under which man
may govern himself, we are in the actual
enjoyment of them—a rich inheritance
from our fathers—and while enlightencd
nations of Burope are convulsed and dis.
tracted by civil war, or intestine strife, we
settle all our political controversies by the
peaceful exercise of the rights of freemen,
at the ballot bos. The great republican
maxim, so deeply engraved on the hearts
of our people, that the will of the majori-
ty, constitutionally expressed, shall g revail,
is our sure safe-guard against force and vi-
olence.

It is n subject of just pride, that our fame
and character as a nation continue rapidly
to advance in the estimation of the civil-
ized world. To our wise and free insti-
tutions. it is to be attributed, that, while
other nations have achieved glory at the
price of the suffering, distress, and impov-
erishment of their people, we have gained
our honorable position in the midst of an
uninterrupted prosperity, and of an in-
creasing individual comfort and happiness.

I am happy to inform you, that our re-
lations with all nations are frigndly and pa-
cific. Advantageous treaties of commerce
have been concluded within the last four
vears, with New Greneda, Peru, the two
Sicilies, Belgium, Hanover, Otderiburgh,
and Mecklenburgh. Pursuing ourexample
the restrictive system of Great Britain,
our principle foreigncustomer, has been re-
laxed; and a more liberal commercial poli.
cy has been adopted by other enlighted na-
tions, and our trade has been greotly en-
larged and extended,  Our country stands
higher in the respect of the world than at
any former period. To continue to vccupy
this proud position, it is only necessary to
preserve peace and faithfully adhere to the
great fundamental principle of our foreign
policy—no _interference in the domestic
concorns of other nations. We recognize
in all nations the rights which we cnjoy
curselves, and to change and refor m their
political institutions according to their own
will and pleasure.  Nor do we luok bebind
existing governments capable of maintain-
ing their own anthority. We recognize
all such actual governments, not only from
the dictates of true policy, but from a sa.
cred regard for the independence of na-
tions.

While this is ourssttled policy, it does not
follow that we can ever be indiffurent spec-
tators of the progress of liberal prmm‘plcs.
The Government and the people of the
United States witnessed, with enthusiasm
and delight, theestablishment of the French
Republic, as we now hail the :_ﬂurts in pro-
gress to unite the States of Germany in o
confederation similar in many respects, o
our own federal Union, 1f the great and
enlightened German States, occupying, as
they do, the central and commanding po-
sition in Europe, shall succecd in establish-
ing swch a confederated Government, se.
cnring st the same time to the citizens of
each State local Governments adapted to
the peculiar condition of each—unrestrict.
ed trade and intercourse with each other
—it will be an important era in human

call yout attention more particularly to ] veloped the capacity of Republican Goy.
them, grnments (o prosecute successfully. a ne.
It has been my constant aim and desire | cessary foreign war, with all the vigor usu-
to cultivate peace and amity with all na- | ally attributed to more arbitrary forms of
tions. ‘Tranquility at home, and peaceful | government. 1t has been usual for writers
relations abroad, continue the true, perma- | on public law to impute to republies n want
nent policy of our country., War—~the | of that unity and concentration of pur.
scourge of nations—sometimes becomes | pose, of vigor of execution, which are oen.
inevituble, but is always to be avoided | crally admitted to belong to the monarchi-
when it ean be done consistently with the [cal and aristoeratic forms; and this fea-
rights and honor of the nation. One of | wure of popular government has been sup.
the most important results of the war into | posed 1o display itself more particularly in
which we were recently brought with a [the conduct of a war carried on in an en-
neighboring nation, is the demonstration | emy's country,
it has affurded of the military strength of  The war with Mexico has developed,
our country. Before the late war with | most strongly and conspicuously, another
Mexico, European and other forcign pow- | feature of our institutions. It is, that with-
ers, entertained imperfect and erroncus|out cost (o the government, or danger (o
views of our physical strength asa nation, | our liberty, we have in the bosom of our
and of our ability to prosecute war, and a | country freemen available, in a just and ne-
war out of our own country. They saw | cessary war particularly, a standing army
that our standing army on the peace es-|of two millions of armed citizen-soldiers
tablishment did not exceed 10,000 men.— | such as fought the battles of Mexico.
Accustomed, themselves, to maintain in| But military strength does not eonsist
peace large standing armies, for the pro. |alone in our capacity for extended and suc-
tection of thrones against their own sub- | cessful operations on land. T refer to thc1
jects, as well as against foreign encmies, Navy—an independent arm of the Nation.
they had not conceived that it was possible |al defence. If the services of the Navy
for a nation without such an army, well dis- | were not brilliant as those of the army,
ciplined and of long service, to wage war | in the late war with Mexico, it was because
successfully. They held in low repute our | they had no enemy to meet on their own
militin, and were far from regarding them | ¢lement. While the army had an oppor.,
as an effective force, unless it might be for | (unity of performing more conspicuous
temporary defensive operations, when in- |service, the Navy performed their whole
vaded on our own soil.  The events of the | duty to the country. For the able and gal-
late war with Mexico have not only unde. | lant services of the officers and men of
ceived them, but have removed erroncous | the Navy, acting independently as well as
impressions which prevailed, to some ex- | in co-operation with our troops in the con-
tent, even among our own countrymen,— | guest of the Californias, the capture of
But this war has demonstrated that, upon | Vera Cruz, and the seizure and occupation
the breaking outet hostilities, not anticipa- [ of vether important positions on the Gulf
ted, and for which no previous prepara-|and Pacific coast, the highest praise is due.
tions had been made, a volunteer army of | Their vigilance, energy and skill, rendered
citizen-soldiers, equal to veteran troops,|the most effective in excluding the muni-
and in numbers equal toany emergengy, | tions of war and other supplies from the

const on the Pacific 1620, and the whole

ico 2,000 miles. The length of the coast
of the Atlantie from the northern limits of
the United Stiates aronnd the Capes of
Florida to the Sabine, on the eastern boun.
dary of Texas, is estimated to be 3000
mileg;so that the addition of sea coast, in
cluding Oregon, is very nearly two thirds
as great as ull possessed before, and inclu-
ding Oregon, an addition of 1,870 miles;
being nearly equal to one half of the ex-

| augmented.
extent on the Pacific and the Gulf of Mex. | made warrant the belief that the supply i#, oction.

The explorations  already
very large, and that gold is found in various
points in an extensive district of country.

Information received from officers and

other sources, though not o full and mi- |

nute confirm (he account of the command.
erof our military force in California. I
appears, also, from these reports, that mines
of quicksilver are found in the vicinily of
the gold region, One of them is now be-
ing warked, and is believed to be one of

tent of coast which we possessed before.
We have now theee great maratime fronts,
on the Atlantie, the Gulf of Mexico, and
the Pacifie, making in the whole an extent

the extent of the sea const of the States,
not including bays, sounds,and small irreg.
ularities of the main shore, and of the sea |
islands.  If these be included, the length|
of the shore line of coast, as estimated by

would be 330063 miles. |
It would be difficult to_calculate the val-|
ue of these immense additions to our ter-
ritorial posscssions.
Texas, lying contiguous to the western
boundary of Louisiana, embracing withiu
its limits a part of the navigable tributary
waters of the Mississipi, and an extensive |
sen const, could not long have remained in
the hands of a foreign power, without en- |
dangering the peace of our south-west-
ern frontier. Her products in the vicini-
ty of the tributaries through these streams,
running into and through ourterritory, and
the'danger of irritation and collision of in-
terests between Texas, ns a foreign State, |
and ourselves, would have been imminet,
while the embarragtsments of commercial
intercourse must have been constant and |
unavoidable,
Had Texas fallen into their hands, or un-
der the influence anid control of o strong

can, ina short period, be brought into the | enemy, while they secured a safe entrance
field. Unlike what would bave occurred | for abundant supplies for their own army.
in any other country, we were underno | Our extended commerce was nowhere in-
necessity of resorting to drafts or con. |terrupted, and for this immunity from the |
scriptions; on the contrary, such was the |evils of war, the country is indebted to the |
number of volunteers who patriotically | Navy.

tendered their services, that the chicf diﬂi-! High praise is duc to the officers of the
culty was in moking sclections, and dis. |geveral Executive bureaus, navy vards, and |
Criﬂli!‘lﬂliﬂs who should be ulisappoinled rsi“li')t‘l! connected with the .St.'l'\"il'.'ﬂ. u]j|
and compelled to remain at home. Our | under the immediate direetion of the Sce-
citizen-soldiers are unlike thosedrawn from retary of the Navy, for the industry, fore-
the population. They are composed indis- | sight and cnergy with which every thing
criminately, of all professions and pursuits | was directed and furnished, to give efficien-
—of farmers, lawyers, physicians, mer- cy to that branch of the service, While |
chants, manufacturers, mechanics and In- [ (liis harmony existed in directing the prep-
borers—and this not only among the offi- | argtion of the navy as of the army, there
cers, but the private soldiers in the ranks. | was concert of action and purpose between
Our citizen-soldicrs are unlike thuse of any | the heads of the two arms of the service.
other country, in other respects; they are| By the orders which were from time to
armed, and have been accustomed from |(ime issucd, ovr vessels of war, on the Pa-
their youth up, to handle and use fire-armsi | ific and the Gulf of Mexico, were station-
and a large proportion of them, especially |ed in proper time, and in proper position, |
in the western and more mewly setiled |10 co-operate efficiently with the army. |
Siates, are expert. They are men who| By this means, their combined power was
have a reputation 1o maintain at home by | brought to bear snccessfully upon the ene-
their good conduct in the field, and they |my. The great results which have been
are intelligent; and there is an individuali- | developed and brought to light by this war,
ty of character wh ch is found in the ranks | will be of immeasurable importance in the
of no other army, In baule each private [ future progress of our country.  They
man, a8 well as every officer, fights not on- | will tend powerfully 1o preserve us from
ly for his country, but for glory and dis- fureign collisions and enable us Lo pursue
tinction smong his fellow-citizens, when | yninterruptedly, our cherished policy—|
he shall return to civil life. | peace with all nations; entangling alliances |

The war with Mexico hias demonstrated | with none.

not only the ability of the Guvernment to|  QOccupying, a8 we do,a more command-
organize & NUMErous army, upon a sudden ing posilion smong nations than at any for-
¢all, but also to provide it with all the mu- | mer period, our duties and our responsibili-
nitions and necessary supplies, with dis- | ties to ourselves and our posterity, are cor-
pateh, convenience, and ease, and to direct | respondingly idcreased,  This will be the
its operations with efliciency, The strength | more obvious when we consider the vast
of our institutions has not only been dis- | additions which have recently been made
played in the valor and skill of our troops 1o our territorial acquisitions, and thei
engaged in active service in the field, but | great importance and value,

in an organization of those executive| Within lessithan four years, the annesa-
branchds which were eharged with the gen- | (jon of Texas to the Union has been con-
era! dirggtion and conduet of the war. summated, and conflicting titles to the Ore-
While too great praise cannot be be- |gon Territory south of forty-nine degrees
stowed upon the officers and men whol|of porth Latitude, being all that was in-
fought our batiles, yet it would be unjust |sisted on by any of my predecessors, has
to withhold from those officers necessarily been adjusted; and New Mexico and Up-
stationed at home, who were charged with per California have been acquired by trea-
the duty of furnishing the nrmy, in proper 1y, The area of these several territories,
time and st proper places, with all the wu- apcording to the report earefully prepared
nitions of war and other supplies necessa- | by the commissioner of the General Land

maratime or military or foreign power, as

she might have done, these dangers would [ment, would be the raising the gold to 115 | 50 San Divso, Montersy, and

have been sull greater. They have been

avoided by her voluntary and peaceful an-

nexation to the United States. Texos from

her position, was a natoral and most indis-

snsnble part of our territory, Iortunate-

v, she has been restored to our country,

and now constitutes one of the Stutes™of
out confederaey, with an equal footing with
the original States.  The salubrity of the |
climate and fertility of the soil, peculiarly

adapted to the production of some of our
most valuable and staple commodities, and
her commercial advantages, must make her
soon one of our most populous Siates,

New Mexico, though sitvated in the in-
terior, ond without a sea coast, is known to
contain much fertile land, and 10 abound
in rich mineg of the precious metals, and to
be copable of sustaining a large population.
From its position, it is the intermediate anid
conneciing territory between our settle-
ments and our pussessions in Texas and
those on the 'acilic coast,

Upper California, irrespective of the
vast mineral wealth recently developed
there, holds, at this day, in point of value
and importance, to the rest of the Uniun,
the same relation that Louisiana did when
that fine tearitory was sequired from
France forty-five years sgo. Lxtending
nearly 10 degrees of latitude along  the
Pacifie, and embracing the only safe and

commaodious harbor on that coast for
many hundred miles, with a temperate
climute and extensive interior of fertile

lands, it is scarcely possible to estimate ils
value until it shall be brought under the
government of our laws, and its resources
fully developed.  From its position, it must
command the rich commerce of China, of
Asia, of the Islands el the Pacifie, of West-
ern Mexico, of Central Ameriea, the South
American States, and of the Russian pos- |
sessions bordering onthat vcean, A greal
emporium will; doubtless, speedily arise
on the California coast, which may be
destined to rival in importance New Or-|
leans itself, The depot of the vast eom- |
merce which must exist on the Pacific, will
beatsome point on the bay of San Iran
cisco, and will occupy the same relation 1o
the western coast of that ocean as New

{ commanding officer there enteraing nppre-

the most pruductive in the warld.

The cflects produced by the discovery of
these Jrich mineral deposites, and the suc.
cess which hias attended the labors of thost

of const exceeding 5000 miles. This is| who have resorted 1o them, have produced

asurprising change in the state of aflairs in
Cualifornia. Labor commands a most ex:
orbitant price and all uther pursuits but that
of searching for the precious matals nrﬂ|
abandoned.  Nearly the whole male popu-

the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, lation of the country have gone 1o the herewiih transmiffed, The sos

gold district.  Shipsarriving un the coast
are deserted by their crews, and their vov-
age suspended for want of sailors. Our

hiensions that soldiers cannot be kept in the
public service without a large increase of
pay. Desertions in his command have be.
come frequent, and he recommends that
those wha shall withstand the strong temp-
tation and remain faithful shall be resward
ed.

This abundance of gold. and the all en
grossing pursuit of it, has already caused in

California an unprecedented rise in 1hu|}

necessaries of ifi.

That we may the more speedily and ful
ly ovail ourselves of the undeveloped |
wealth uf these mines, it is deemed of vast
importance, that a bronch of the mint of
the United Swates, be autharized o be es
tablished during the present season in Cali-
fornin.  Amang other signal advantages
which would result from such an establish- |

par value in that territory, A branch mint |

of the United Siates at that great l'.ralil-lul Pansma with the lire of

mercial depot of the west coast, would con
vert into our coin, not only the gold derived
from our rich mines but also the bullion
and specie which our commerce may bring
from the whole west eoast, Central gand
South Ameriea.  The west coast of Amer.
ica, and the adjacent interior, embrace the
best mines of New Mexico, New Greneds,
Central America, Chili and Peru.

The bullivn and specie drawn from these
countrics, and especially from those of New
Mexico and Peru, to ap amnunt in value of
many millions of dollars, are now annually
diverted, and earried by the ships of Great
Britain to her own ports, to be received or
used by hier to sustain her National Banks,
and thus eontribute to increase her ability
to command se much of the commerce of
the worlidl.  Ifa branch mint be estabilishcd
at the great commercial point of that
coast, o vast amount of bu'lion and specie
would flow thither, to be recoined and
pass thence to New Orleans and New Yok,
and other Atluntic cities,  The amount of
our Constitutional eurrency at home would
be greatly ineicused, while its cirenliation
would be promoted. Tt is well known to
our merchants trading to China anid  the
west eoast of Ameriea, that great inconve-
nience and logs are cxpericnced from the
fact, that our coins are not current at their
par value in those countries,

The powers of Europe, removed from
the west const of America by the Atlantic
ocean, which intervenes,and by the tedy
ous and dangerous navigation around the
capa of the continent of America, can
never successfully compete with the Uni-
ted States in the rich and extensive com-
meree which is opened to us at so much
less cost, by the acquisition of Culifurnia,

The vast importance and commercial ad
vantages of California hes heretofore re
mained undeveloped by the Government of
the eountry of which it constituted a part.
Now that this fine provinee is a port of
our country, all of the States of the Union,
some more immediately and directly than
others, are deeply interested in the spaeily
development of 18 wealth and resources.

| tanis, it

pesce, on the Gih of July lost, and invoked their
Congress adjourned without making any
provision for their government, The inliabitants,
| by tke teanafer of sheir country, bad become en.
{titled 10 the benefis of our Inws and constitu.
tion, and yet were lely without any regularly or.
janized povernment. Sipre ihat time, n very
| liwised power, possesied Ly the Ezecutive, has
|'hu-.-_a e:g:"fﬂlrzl Lo preserve and protect them from
ihe inevituble conmequence of ote of annrchy,

The only povernmoent wii remiined was
| that esiablislied by milicary auth ority during the
war. Regarding this as @ ROVErnment,
and that by tho presumed cousent of the inhabis
might be cootinued  temporsrily, (hey
were edvised 1o conforal snd submit 10 it for the
shurt intervemng period

ol ’(‘u o

belore Congreas sgain
assembled, and could legislnte on IIJE_MIl‘th'II.‘
The views entenaiced by the Executive on thia
point, are conteined o o communieatlon of the
Secretary of State, dated on the Tih of Octoher
last, which was forwarded for publication 1o Cal.
ilarnin and NewMexico, rof which is
military lorce
serving within

af the regular anmy which was
the limite of the sequited wrritories, at the close
of the war, ) in them, snd additional
forces linve been ordored (here for the proeciion
of the inhebitants, and (0 preseive and aecura
the rights and interesis of the Uniied States.
No revenue hins been, or could be, eollected st
he paris in Californin, becauss Conoress failed
1o nuthorize the establishment of Costom Houses,
or the @ tment of officers for that purpose.
The Seceetary of the Treasury, by circular letter
wldressed 1o Collectors of the Cusioms on the
Tih dey of Ouiober last, (a copy of which is
trangrmitied ) exercised sll the power with which
e wus invested by law.
of the art af the lhih Avogus
tuar, extending sll the bencfit of 1the Post Office

en

n pursiance

1wy 1o the people of Californie, the Pos
Master General has sppointed two agenta, who
ave proceeded, the one ta lifornia and the

other to Oregon, with amohrity o make the ne
cessary srrangements for corrying s provisions
nto ¢ffect,

The monthly line of mail steamers, from Pa.
nams, has beon n ipuired (o er and take mails

-~

; San Francisco.
Fhiese mail steamers, connected ot the 1sthmus

el sleamers on
Yourk #nd Chagres,

1 0 Jeguinr commescia
&

between New

route with
lemn duty to provide, wiili the least
le delay, for New Mexico and Caslifornia,
r organized gcovernments.  The causes of
he falure to do this, at the last séssion of Con.
eress, are well known and deeanly 1o be regretted,
Vith the opening spects, aod increased
lional grentness, which the acynisivion of 1hese
rich territories nffouds, how irrational it would be
to furego, and to reject, thess sdvantages, by the
agitation of a domesiic iaa, which s coeval
with thie existence of our government itself, und
to endanger, by Internal stifes, g 'l'ru:n'.lf‘h: dis
visions and heated eontests (ur polit cal power, or
for any other cause, the hermouy of the glorious
pnion ol our conlederation—ihat uniop

ud togeher ng one pe

s'xty years, has

na=

1Uest

which

been our akic

EVESY L

world and

ill be all
nparcd widd
15 valor A

wonld foment

zianh and sectianal divisions,
il hia country would deliberately caloulate the
value of the Unjon. Futuce generstions would
lovk in ipon the folly of such a
Cours Al 1L present moment,
Wi with pstolshment, and such
of those as 10 mautsin and perpeiuate

orarchical or aristocratic pr:nu;vp:‘;-:,
will view iv with exultation snd delight, becausa
inlt they will see the slewent of faction which
they ha 1

Nus i

everthiow our system,

pie ol ®
repudlic,

proaperoas and

commending the ad.
mtation of all lovers of free.
wout the world.

miration a
dum thro

How =

herefure, the dury—how imprea
sive iha upon sll pare of our
chuntry—to cultivate o patriotie spirtt of hartmo.
ny. good [ellowship, compronuse and mutunl
eontession, in the sdainistiation of the incom.
parable systeni of government formed by our fas
thers in the midst of alipost insuperable difficul.
ies, And with the injunclion
that we ] '.-:.--:-J_g-, and hand it
duwn  unimj uied o those tiat may come alter

5, Bnd

tranaitted lo us

should enjoy

(HN

Iy wview of the high snd resporaible duties wo

ry to make it effectual, the commendation
to which they are entitled. The credit due
1o this class of our officers is the greater,|
when it is considered, that.no army in an-
cient or modern times, was ever better ap-
pointed or provided than our army in Mex- |
ico, Operating in an enemy's country--|
removed two thousand miles from the seat |

events. Whilst it will consolidate and
strengthen the power of Germany, it must
essentially promote the esuse of peace,
commerce, civilization, and constitutional
liberty, throughout the world, . ‘

With all the Governments on this eonti.
nent, our relations, it is hqlic\'cd. are now
on a more friendly and satisfactory footing
then they ever have been at any furmer pe-
riod. '

Since the exchange of ratifications of
the treaty of peace with Mexico, our in
tercourse with the Governments of the
Mezican Republic has been of the most
friendly character. The Envoy Extraor-
dinary ond Minister Plenipotentiary of
the United States to Mexico, has been re-
ceived and accredited; and a di.pln_ma_mc
representative from Mexicen, of similar

of the Federal Government, its different |
corps spread over n vast extent of lurr!la-]
ry, hundreds and even thousands of miles

Office, from the most authentic informn.
tion in his possession and which is herewith
transmitted, is one million one hundred and
nincty-three thousand sixty-one square
miles, or seven bhundred and sixty-three
millions five hundred and fifty-nine thou-
sand and forty acres, These estimates
show, that the territories recently acquired,
and over which one exclusive jurisdiction
and dominion have been extended, consti-
tutes & country more then hall' as large as

Orleans does to the Valley of the Mississip-| No section of our country is more inter
piand the Gulf of Mexico. Tothis depot,|ested, or will Le more benefitted, than the
our numerous whale ships will resort with | comuercial, navigational and manufactu-
their cargoes to trade, refit and olitain gup+| ring interests.of the Esstern States. Our
plies. This trade will largely contribule| planting and farming interests, in every
to butld up a city which will soon become | part of the Union, will be greatly benefit-
a centre of 8 great and rapidly increasing | ted by it. Asour commerce and naviga-
commerce. Situated on a safe harbor, suf- | jon are  enlarged and extended, our ex
ficiently eapacious for all the navies, as well| ports of agricultural products, and ous
ns the marines of the world, and conveni-| manufactures, will be inereased, and in the
ent 10 excellent timber for ship building, | new markets thus opened they cannot fail

apart from each other—nothing short of | that which was held by the United States
the undying vigilance and extraordinary | before this acquisition. 1f Oregon be ex.
energy of these officers, could have ena- | eluded from the estimate, there will still re-
bled them to provide the army at all points. | main within the limits of Texas, New Mex-
and in proper season, with all that was re |ico and California, eight hundred and fifty-
quired for the most efficient service. 'one thousand five hundred and ninety-

It is Lbut an actof justice to declare, that | eight square miles, or five bhundred and
the officers in charge of the several exeeu | forty-five millions one hundred and twenty
tive bureaus, all under the immediate su- | thousand seven hundred and twenty neres,
pervision of the Secretary of War, ‘n:r- heing an addition equal to more than one-
formed their respective duties with ability, | third of all the territory owned by the
energy, and efficiency. United States before this acquisition, and

They have reaped less of the glory of including Oregon, nearly as great an ex.
the war, not having been personally ex tent of territory as the whole of Europe.
posed to its perils in battle, than their com- | Russia only excepted,

panions in arme; but without their fore-|  The Mississippi, solately a frontier of our

rank, has been received and accredited by
this Government. The amicable relations
between the two countries, which lind been
suspended, have been happily restored,
ond are destined, 1 trust, to be long pre-
served, The two republics, both situated
on this continent, and with contiguous ter-
ritories, have every motive for sympathy
of feeling and of intercsts, to bind them to-
gether in perpetual amity. Lo
This gratifying condition of our foreign
relations, renders it unnecessary for me to

cast, efficient aid and co-operation, those in | country, is now only its centre,  With the
the field would not have been provided |addition of the late acquisition, the United
with the ample means they pru_w“ed- UF}ISlnws are now Eslil‘llllll:d to be nearly as
achieving for themselves, and their country, | large as the whole of Europe.
unfading honors, won for both, It is estimated by the Superintendent of
When all these facts are considered, it |_1ha Coast Survey, in the accompanying re-
may cease to be a matter of g0 much|port, that the extent of the sea coast of
amazement, how it happened that our no-| Fexas on the Gulf of Mexico, is u].wu:-alu
ble army in Mexico, regulars and volun-{of 400 miles; of the coast of Unpper Cal:
teers, were viclorious upon every battle: | ifornia on the Pacifie, 070 miles; and of Ov-
field, however fearful the odds against them. | egon, including the straits of Fuca, of 650

owned by the United States' it must become
our great Western depot.

It!was known that mines of the precious
metals existed to considerable exient in
California, at the time of its occupation.
Recent discoveries render it pru!m’u[u, that
these mines are more extensive and valua-
ble than was anticipated.  "Fhe necounts of
the sbundance of gold in that werritory are |
of such an extraordinary cnarsecter as |
would scarcely command belief, were they
not corroborated by the authentic report of
officers in the public service, who have vis.
ited the mineral disiricts and derived the
facts from personal observation. Relue-
tantto credit the reports in general eircu-
lation as Lo the quantity of goll, the officer
communding our forces in Cualifornia visit
ed the mineral district in July last for the
purpose of obtaining accura’e information
on the subject.  Mis report 1o the War De
partment of the result of his examination,
and the faets obtained on the spot, are

herewith laid before Congress.  When be
wisited the eountry there woire about 4,000
persons engaged in eollecting gold. "There
15 every reason to Liclieve that the nomber

The war with Mexico has thus fully de lmiles—making the whole extent of sea

of persons so gmployed has since been

to command remuneration and profitable |
price,

The acquisition of California and New |
Mexicos the settlement of the Oregon
boundary, and the annexation of 'rl:tl'l'i.|
extending 1o the Rio Grande, are resulis
which, combined, nre of greater conse |
quence, and will add more to the strength
and wealth of the nation than any  which
have preceded them since the adoption of |
the Constitution.

But to effvet these results, not only Cali.
fornia but New Mexico must be brougii
under the contral of regular organized gow.
arnments.  The existing condition of Cal-
ifornia, and of that part of New Mexico
lying west of the Rio Grande and without
the limits of Texas, imperionsly demand
that Congress should, at its present session,
arganize territorial governments over them.

UTpon the exchange of the ratification of ihe
irenty of peace with Mexico, on the 30th of May.
the temporary governiment which had been es
toblished over Mexico ceased to exist, Im
pressed with the necessity of establishing tenito
risl governments over them, | recommendod to
the favorable considerstion of Congress in my

owe to gurselves wod monkind, Utiust you may
be able to nppre justment of the only
Jdaiestic fquestion which I?I"‘“I*I'p‘ threaions, of
probatily ever can threaten, to distuch the ksimo.
ceestlul operation of our eystem,
mmensely valuable possessions of New
Mexico and California, are aleeady inhabited by
a covsidurable populstion, suracted by their greay
fert g —thieir mnersl wealth—their commercial
) and the salubrity of the climate,.—
Ewigranis [iom the older Sates, in grest nun.
[ bers, are wlrosdy preparing w0 seek new homes
B these inviling regona,

Shall the digsimilarity of domestic insti.
tutions in the diffurent Siates prevent us
fram providing for them suitable govern.
ments!  These institwtions existed at the
adoption of the constitution; but the obsia-
cles which they interposed, were overcome
by that spirit of eompromise which is now
invoked.  In conflict of opinions or of in-
tercst, resl or imaginary, between difficrent
sections of our country, noither can justly
demand all which it mizht desire o ob-
tain; each. i the true sparit of our Wnstitn.
tions, should concede sancthing 1o the oth.
er,

Qur gallant forces in the Mexiean war,
by whosepats iotism snd unparallelled decds
of arms, we obiained these pogsessions as
an indemuity for our just demands against
Mexico, were composed of citizens wlo
belonged 10 no state or section of our union:
they were men from slaveholding and non-
slaveholding States, from the north and
from the south, from the east and from the
west. They were companions in arms,

anfages,

and fellow eitizens of the same eommon
country, engaged in the same common

message communicaling the ratified treaty of

cause,

Wiien prosecuting that war, they




